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§ 622.80   Informal hearing.
	(a)	Time and place.  Upon receipt of a timely petition for a hearing, the Board shall notify the petitioner of the time and place fixed for the hearing and shall designate one or more Board members or FCA employees to preside ("designated FCA representative").  The hearing shall be scheduled to be held no later than 30 days from the date a petition for hearing is received unless the time is extended at the request of the petitioner.  Notice of the hearing shall also be sent to the FCA's Office of General Counsel.
	(b)	Appearance.  A petitioner may appear personally or through counsel to submit relevant written materials and oral argument.  An attorney is subject to all the requirements and limitations imposed on attorneys in § 622.3 of subpart A.  A representative(s) of the FCA's Office of General Counsel may participate in the hearing to the extent such representative deems appropriate.
	(c)	Written material.  Any written material the petitioner wishes to have considered must be submitted to the designated FCA representative and the FCA's Office of General Counsel at least 10 days prior to the date of the hearing.
	(d)	Oral testimony.  Oral testimony may be presented only if expressly permitted by the Board in the notice of hearing.  The designated FCA representative may ask questions of any witness.
	(e)	Transcripts.  Oral testimony, if any, and oral argument shall be recorded.  A copy of the transcript shall be filed with the designated FCA representative, who shall have authority to correct the record sua sponte upon notice, or upon the motion of the petitioner or the representative of the FCA's Office of General Counsel.  The designated FCA representative shall promptly serve notice upon the petitioner and the FCA's Office of General Counsel of such filing.  Such parties shall make arrangements with the person recording the testimony or argument for copies of the transcript.
	(f)	Closing of record.  Upon the request of the petitioner or representative of the FCA's Office of General Counsel, the record shall remain open for a period of 5 business days following the hearing, during which time additional submissions for the record may be made.  Thereafter, the record shall be closed.
	(g)	Rules of evidence and procedure.  Neither the formal rules of evidence nor the adjudicative procedures of the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 554-557) or subpart A of these rules shall apply to the informal hearing ordered under this subpart unless the Board orders that they apply in whole or in part.

[51 FR 21139, June 11, 1986]

